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Creating the amazing visual experience you
have worked tirelessly on does not end with the
design.
Here at Lick & Stick Graphics, we are experts
preparing artwork to produce end results that
amaze.
This document will assist you in preparing your
artwork for output onto our large format digital
printers and cutting beds.

FILE

Formats
Files are often easiest to amend and
print if supplied in their native format
with accompanying fonts and links.
Our studio is equipped with the most up
to date Adobe Creative Cloud software,
powered by state of the art Mac
computers.
Print ready PDFs can also be ideal for
artwork that needs to go straight to
print providing they have been set up in
accordance with our guidelines.
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Settings
Please ensure that your artwork
is supplied at the correct size or
at a reduced scale to fit your
final print area.
For example a reduced scale
could be: 10%, 25% or 50% of the
finished size.
That would mean an area
1200mm x 800mm at 50% would
scale down to 600mm x 400mm.

BLEED

SETTINGS

When creating your document make sure
to include 3mm bleed to each edge, this is
in addition to the document size and
prints outside your graphic area, the
purpose of this is to avoid any non printed
areas being visible when the print is cut to
size.
If your artwork is having wrapped edges
you will need to include 23mm bleed on
each edge.
If your artwork is to be wrapped around a
canvas frame these require 100mm of
image bleed on each edge so the frames
can be fully wrapped.
Please also turn off the registration and
crop marks to avoid being visible when
printing.
Trim Marks

Registration Marks

Bleed Settings

Image

If your artwork includes images please ensure
that they are a minimum of 100dpi at final size.
Low resolution images may result in pixelation.
Resolution requirements can differ depending
on the finished size of your print. Use the table
below as a rough guide to the resolution
requirements.

Resolution
This table is intended as a guide only. The quality of
the original source has a significant influence on the
output, i.e. an image downloaded from the internet
and increased to 3000 x 2000mm won’t look as good
as a photo from a 12-megapixel camera increased to
the same dimensions.

175dpi

150dpi

1400 x
1000mm

1800 x
1200mm

200dpi

125dpi

480 x
600mm

3000 x
2000mm

100dpi

300dpi

6000 x
3000mm

420 x
300mm

Low Res Image
Lower than 100dpi.

When you are creating artwork to be printed onto a clear
sub-straight, printed in white ink or cut to shape digitally
you need to take some time to plan your artwork.
Please follow the 3 steps below to ensure the use of the
correct spot colour swatches, layers, overprints and
vector paths to create the desired finished artwork.

Digital Cutting
All artwork cut paths
must be a vector path
with no open ended
points.

CutContour

CutContour

White Ink Print

White_Ink

Artwork that is to be
printed in white ink
must be on a separate
layer to all of the other
artwork.

White_Ink

White ink
Digital Cutting

All cut paths must be
coloured using a colour
called CutContour (this
is case sensitive) and
saved as a spot colour.

All white ink layers must
be coloured using a
colour called White_Ink
(this is case sensitive)
and saved as a spot
colour.

CutContour

White_Ink

We recommend that
the cut paths are set to
overprint so they do not
print on your artwork by
accident.

We recommend that
the white ink layers are
set to overprint so they
do not mix with other
colours when printing.

Please use the ‘package’ menu to supply all fonts and
images when using InDesign (indd), Photoshop (psd) or
Illustrator (ai) files as artwork. This ensures we have
everything supplied to process your artwork.
Supplying printed visuals or screen-shots with your
artwork helps to make sure we are reproducing your
artwork correctly.
High resolution PDF artwork must have fonts embedded
or outlined.

Supplying
For print

We offer a wide variety of services from Large format
digital printing and graphic design through to
bespoke samples, graphic installations, and Event
production.
If you are starting a project we would be happy to
offer expert advice on printing materials, printing
processes, and installation to help you start the ball
rolling.
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